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FERNS
Neil Dawson, 1998

Look up! Neil Dawson's
sculptures are often suspended
in the air like the one above you.
This metal orb is made from
thin aluminium and is carefully
suspended by almost invisible
steel wires.

Painted gold on the inside and
silver on the outside, sunlight
makes the sculpture shine
different colours throughout
the day — what colours can
you see now?

Use your eyehole binoculars to
look more closely. How many
different types of native New
Zealand fern can you count?

Why do you think Neil Dawson

used these fern shapes? The fern

is a New Zealand icon — where else Make a rubbing from the metal plaque
have you seen this icon? (label) underneath the sculpture.
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Neil Dawson’s sculptures have been described as looking like “a drawing in the air”.
Design your own drawing in the air to hang in Civic Square like Ferns.

FAULT SILENT
Ralph Hotere and Bill Culbert, 1993 PEOPLE
Chris Booth, 1991
See if you can find an artwork named Fault*.

Standing under Ferns, look at the windows of
the buildings around you. Fault has a black
background with long, white lights making
diagonal lines across this building’s windows.

Can you spot it? If you can't see Fault in
daylight, try walking past City Gallery
Wellington at night.

Fault is a site-specific artwork, which means
it has been designed for a particular place
which artists have researched for inspiration
and ideas.

With a name like Fault, it might make you
think about someone who has done something
wrong, but the artists Ralph Hotere and Bill
Culbert were thinking about the earthquake
fault lines that lie underneath Wellington.

* This artwork will be re-installed in February, 2010.

Weave your way up
the ramp in front of
Central Library and
find the sculptures
peeking out from
amongst the cabbage
trees. Why do you
think the artist gave
the artwork this
title?

Shhh! Quietly make up
a story to tell someone
you are with about

the type of characters
Chris Booth is talking
about. Who are they?
If you were going to
give this artwork a
different title, what
would you call it?

SEVEN STEPS

TO HEAVEN
Mary-Louise Browne,
1995

Find this work on top of
an unusually high lawn
in front of the i-Site
Visitor Centre.

Why is this kind of art
called a word ladder?

You can jump over the
words like stepping

stones, connecting the
sea and the sky. Read the
words out loud and see
the changes from one
word to the next as you
climb the ladder.

Make your own word
ladders, starting with
a three or four letter
word.
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