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WATER WHIRLER

Len Lye, 2006

Water Whirler plays in 12 minute cycles, on the hour at 10am, 11am, 12 noon,
1pm, 3pm, 6pm, 8pm, 9pm and 10pm. It operates in winds of up to 20 knots.

This sculpture has two
settings: kinetic (which
means moving), and still.
There's a photo of the
Water Whirler in wild,
watery action if you miss

the show!

When it is still, this

sculpture is a similar
shape to something else
floating on the harbour.
Using your eye hole
binoculars, can you find
any similar shapes?

Len Lye designed this sculpture, but it was
made after he died in 1980. He wanted “a
fantastic choreography, jet-streams fling their
spray, in three dimensions”. Engineers used
Len Lye's drawings to make a complicated
computer programme that controls this clever
sculpture and pumps water for Water Whirler
to spray.

Make your body into a static (still) sculpture
doing an action, then a kinetic (moving)
sculpture — can someone you're with guess
what action you're doing? Which type of
sculpture do you like more, static or
kinetic? Why?

Design your own kinetic sculpture that uses water and give it a title.
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FRUITS OF THE GARDEN
Paul Dibble, 2001

Look up and find a figurative bronze sculpture of
a woman with an apple amongst some giant ferns.
This sculpture has been described as a “garden of
the Pacific”; which two symbols make you think
of the Pacific?

Bronze is a traditional sculpture material because
it is tough and durable and sculptors can make
lots of different finishes and textures. Why do you
think sculptures need to be tough? What different
types of texture or pattern can you find on this
sculpture? Make a rubbing in the box.

Bronze sculptors make a mould of the sculpture
design, carefully pour liquid bronze into it, and let
it set. It's like making jelly or ice cubes, where the
liquid sets in the shape of the mould.

The body in the sculpture looks flat and two
dimensional, but the apple is round and three
dimensional. How does the sculpture’'s surface
feel... curved or flat? Smooth or rough?
Polished or scratchy? Warm or cold? Bronze
often feels like the weather on the day.

text Michael King, design Fiona Christeller, 2006

“I BAITED MY LINE, WATCHED IT
SINK, AND WAITED WITH EXQUISITE
ANTICIPATION FOR THE PECKING OF

THE MULLET, THE SUCKING OF
THE TREVALLY, OR - BEST OF ALL -

THE SUDDEN PULL OF
KAWHAI OR KINGFISH.”
(from Being Pakeha Now)

Walk beside the benches and read this story
out loud. It's from a book by Wellington-born
writer and historian Michael King. This is
the perfect story to read at the wharf — can

you see anyone fishing today?

Can you think of
something you have
waited for with “exquisite
anticipation”, or lots of
excitement? Tell someone
you are with about a
time when you were
really excited.

This artwork is part of
the Writer’s Walk trail
featuring writing about
Wellington — keep an eye
out for them as you walk
around the waterfront.
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